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.28th CoNGREss,
1st Session.

[SENATE.]

[ 111

J

IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATEs. ·
FEBRUARY 9, 1844.
Submitted, and otdered to be printed.

•
Mr. FosTER made the following

REPORT:
The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of John
1-Fcuhington, praying compensationjor military services rendered by
him against the Indians in 1790, report:
That, from the showing of the petitioner, he was a private in Captain
Deal's company of militia, in the year 1790; that said company joined the
army of General Harmar, in his memorable expedition against the Northwestern Indians in that year; that he was in the disastrous engagement
which ended in the destruction of General Harmar's command; that he
made his escape from the field, and was discharged, but, being poor and ill
clad, and the 5eason being very inclement, he did not reach home until the
ensuing spring; that, when he returned to Pennsylvania, he found that the
survivors of the expedition had been paid off, and that he never asked for
and never has received any pay for his services.
It is in proof by one witness, who testifies that he was a fellow-soldier of
petitioner, that he petitioner was on the expedition, and that, generally,
the averments contained in the petition are true. The witness, however,
only expresses a belief that the petitioner was never paid for his services.
On inquiry at the Department of War, the committee learn that the rolls
and accounts of the army for that early period have been destroyed, but
that there are preserved some books "in which balances found due dead
and discharged soldir.rs, on the settlement of the paymasters' accounts of
that period, have been entered, and that the name of John Washington is
not returned thereon as having any thing due him."
With these facts before them. the committee cannot recommend the
prayer of the petitioner. If the sum asked for is small, the principle is important. It would be a dangerous precedent to charge the Government,
after the lapse of half a century and more, and where, as in this case, all the
evidence that could prove or contradict a claim has been lost and de~troyed. The committee therefore move to be discharged from the further consideration of the claim.

